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BY OUR REPORTER

A workshop aimed at protecting 
kids from the risks of computer 

viruses was held at the Sharjah In-
ternational Book Fair. Titled ‘Virus 
Attack’, the workshop entailed a 
raft of activities tailored to sensitise 
the little ones on how they can de-
tect and steer clear of any viruses 
on their computers. A virtual story 
was narrated about a student, who 

was attacked by a virus, but much 
to his delight, a knight in shining ar-
mour named Salem appeared and 
rescued him. Salem then shares 
awareness messages with the 
kids as well as stages interactives 
games, which are all under the 
theme of online safety. The work-
shop was led by Nahla Hamdan, 
head of initiatives and activities at 
the Supreme Council for Family Af-

fairs, and Hamda Salim.

The workshop is part of the ‘Safety 

Campaign’ launched this year un-

der the auspices of Her Highness 

Sheikha Jawaher Bint Mohammed 

Al Qasimi, wife of His Highness Dr 

Sheikh Sultan Bin Mohammad Al 

Qasimi, Supreme Council Member 

and Ruler of Sharjah.

BY OUR REPORTER

‘To be the best, learn from the 
best,’ goes the old adage. The 

adage could explain the big au-
dience at the Sharjah Interna-
tional Book Fair’s Cooking Cor-
ner as renowned Egyptian chef 
Abdelsamei Eisherbiny shared 
his recipes for some of his spe-

cial dishes and sweets. With 
the audience keenly following 
all his steps and attentively lis-
tening to his tips, Eisherbiny 
presented recipes for a raft of 
dishes such as chicken, mutton 
and seafood, much to the de-
light of the audience.

Kids tipped on computer safety

Learning from 
the best BY OUR REPORTER

Kate Williams is one the UK’s 
elite authors participating in the 

36th edition of Sharjah Internation-
al Book Fair. Williams wears many 
hats. She is an author, historian 
and television presenter; and she 
is a revered personality in the three 
roles. As an author, Williams’ first 
book, England’s Mistress, a biogra-
phy of Emma Hamilton, was select-

ed as Book of the Year in The Time 
and The Independent. It was also 
broadcast as Book of the Week on 
BBC Radio 4. Williams has also au-
thored novels, two of which are ti-
tled The Pleasures of Men and The 
Storms of War. 
As a historian and television pre-
senter, Williams is a respected 
figure for her expertise on social, 
constitutional and royal history. She 

commented extensively at the wed-
ding of Prince William and Kate 
Middleton in 2011 took part in the 
BBC’s Scottish Referendum cov-
erage. When she presented Time-
watch: Young Victoria for the BBC, 
it was lauded by critics as “televi-
sion history at its best.”
Williams has lectured MA degree 
studies in Creative Writing at Royal 
Holloway, University of London.

Kate Williams
Author, historian
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BY MATOVU ABDALLAH TWAHA

Fatima Bint Abdulmalik School 
pocketed Dhs10,000 for win-

ning the second edition of Lughati 
Cup, held at Lughati stand at the 
ongoing Sharjah International Book 
Fair (SIBF).
Lughati is the first-of-its-kind initia-
tive launched in 2013 by His High-
ness Dr. Sheikh Sultan Bin Moham-
med Al Qassimi, Supreme Council 
Member and Ruler of Sharjah, , to 
support learning Arabic the smart 
way, that is, by leveraging the latest 
technology with custom-designed 
contemporary educational pro-
grammes.
Fatima School topped 32 schools, 
a number that has increased from 
24 that participated when the Cup 
was launched last year  during the 
SIBF 2016.
“It proves the keenness of teach-
ers and schools in the benefits of 

Lughati, thus enhancing readiness 
and preparation for this competi-
tion,” said the Assistant Manager of 
Lughati, Marwa Al Khateeb.
In the second place were Al 
Nukhailat School who were award-
ed Dhs7,000 and Amaamat Bint 
Abi-Al Aas School, which was given 
Dhs5,000.
The Ministry of Education sent three 
juries to preside over the competi-
tion that drew three students of only 
Grade Two from each school, who 
worked as a team.
All the participating schools were 
from Sharjah, the scope of the pro-
gramme which is intended to cover 
25,000 students from K1 to G5 by 
the time all the six phases end. 
Three phases have so far been 
covered spanning from K1 and 2 to 
G2.
“In K1 and 2, we gave out tabs to 
5,060 students; 232 teachers in 

29 schools at a cost of Dhs17m; 
whereas in phase two we shall is-
sue 2,959 tabs to G1 students; 129 
teachers in 49 schools at a cost of 
Dhs15.5m. In the third phase we 
covererd G2, reaching out to 2,951 
students; 76 teachers again in 49 
schools, costing Dhs15m,” said 
Marwa.
The tablets have been equipped 
with Arabic language educational 
programmes and applications, as 
well as training programmes for 
teachers that were developed in 
collaboration with Horouf Educa-
tional Publishing, a subsidiary of 
Kalimat Publishing Group.
The initiative is in line with Sheikh 
Sultan’s vision to enhance national 
identity, and create a generation 
that is proud of its country and the 
Arabic language.

BY OUR REPORTER

From practical painting through ballet danc-
ing, pottery, music, fitness exercises, 

house-keeping, decorative art; Qur’an learn-
ing to language instruction, Sarah’s Collage 
Talent Centre has it all as observed at the en-
trance of Hall 2 of the Sharjah International 
Book Fair venue.
The young ones are kept busy, shading this 
and that while young women also partake in 
painting. Collage is never in shortage of mind-
stimulating activities. 
An outfit of Sharjah Ladies Club, Collage con-

tinues to lead the way in enhancing children’s 
creativity.
Headed by Shaikha Al Suwaidi, Collage Tal-
ent is defined as a “place for women and chil-
dren to once again develop their knowledge 
and skills—advanced or undiscovered.”
The facility offers a variety of art classes in-
cluding pottery making, jewelry making, ce-
ramic flower arrangements, all forms of draw-
ing, in addition to ballet, piano and language 
classes, Quran teaching, cooking, etiquette, 
website design, photography and much more.
One of the staffers, Sanaa Merchant, told this 
reporter that Collage “offers the Tiny Talents 
programme which encourages students to 
learn through play, acquire essential knowl-
edge and enhance social and behavioural 
skills.”
“Such education serves as a strong base for 
their academic education in the future,” she 
says. The centre also “embraces seasonal 
camps for youngsters throughout the year.”
The activities are offered at a fee. “We are 
never short of children from all walks of life 
and backgrounds,” says Merchant.

Lughati Cup draws more schools

Collage Talent Centre 
stimulates creativity
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BY OUR REPORTER

This reporter is one of the beneficiaries 
of the Futuristic Zone, a zone that is the 

first of its kind at the Sharjah International 
Book Fair (SIBF). How? A reader may ask. 
I penned this article from the pavilion while 
listening to a book titled Al-Bayt al-Andalusi 
(The Andalusian House, 2011) by the famous 
Algerian writer and France-based academic, 
Wasiny Laredj. 
The Futuristic Zone is an initiative of Sharjah 
Book Authority (SBA) tailored to meet the in-
creasing demand of audio and online books. 
Commenting on the zone in a recent inter-
view Ahmed Al Ameri, chairman of SBA, said, 
“Whereas SIBF focuses on books published 
in hard copies, we cannot overlook the grow-
ing demand for online and audio books.”

Showcasing in Hall 1, which is the location of 
the zone, are top publishing houses of online 
and audio books such as ‘thatsbook.com’ (an 
initiative of the Government of China), ‘alman-
hal.com’, ‘Kadi and Ramadi’, ‘Alrawi Media’, 
‘Canon’, ‘yaqut.me’ and KitabSawti’. Adults 
and the youth alike can be seen taking turns 
to listen to the audio books displayed as well 
as making inquiries on how they can avail of 
the publishing houses’ mobile applications.
BRIGHT FUTURE
Mohamed Ebrahim, a cofounder of Alrawi 
Media (the firm behind alrawi app), hails SIBF 
for giving digital publishing houses a platform 
to propagate the concept of online and audio 
books. “The Futuristic Zone has enabled us to 
educate the public more about audio books. I 
must say the reception has been gone. I think 

Futuristic Zone listens to   audio, digital book lovers
the future is bright for our works,” says Ebra-
him
Dong Mingyne, a representative of ‘thatsbook.
com’, an application for Arabic e-books, says 
the firm has cooperated with 50 publishers in 
the Arab world for 10,000 books. “It is our first 
time at the SIBF. We are impressed by the in-
terest shown in digital books. Our application 
thatsbook.com has books of genres ranging 
from politics, fiction to poetry,” she says.
400 ARABIC SPEAKERS
Laredji, the author of the book that this re-
porter was listening to while writing this arti-
cle, is one of the hundreds of authors includ-
ing Dan Brown, The Da Vinci Code, who have 
partnered with Kitab Sawti, another exhibitor 
in the Futuristic Zone, to enrich Arabic audio 
books.
“We have a mission to build and market Ara-
bic audio books to about 400 Arabic speakers 
across the globe,” says Ahmed Reweil, the 
Chief Operations Officer (COO) of the Stock-
holm-based Kitab Sawti.
“We have made partnership with dozens of 
publishers,” says Reweil, from his stand, X1 
in Hall 1. “We are offering free access until 
December 31,” he says, adding; “We want to 

be Arabic’s largest audio, entertainment and 
knowledge platform.”
The venture was founded by a Swedish in-
vestor, Sebastian Bond, largely to cater for 
the Syrian refugee students’ smooth integra-
tion into Swedish schools.
 Kitab Sawti’s audio books are recorded and 
narrated by professionals. “Our audiobook 
catalogue is updated regularly. If any member 
of public thinks we are missing a title, he can 
reach us through feedback@kitabsawti.com.” 

HANDY BOOKS

Reweil challenges 
potential readers 

to calculate and reflect 
on the time lost in traf-
fic jam daily. “About 
three hours are lost 
daily, which adds up 
to about 1,100 hours 
a year. You can listen 
to An audio book as 
you wade through 
the [traffic] jam,” says 
Reweil.
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BY OUR REPORTER

The 4th annual Library Confer-
ence, organised by the Ameri-

can Library Association (ALA) in 
partnership with the Sharjah Inter-
national Book Fair (SIBF), conclud-
ed on Thursday on a successful 
note. Over 200 delegates from Mid-
dle East countries and 25 present-
ers bid goodbye with a promise to 
meet again at the 5th SIBF/ALA Li-
brary Conference which will be held 

from Nov.6-8, 2018.
Michael Dowling, ALA Director – 
International Relations Office, ex-
pressed satisfaction over success-
ful completion of the conference 
and said the conference has been 
improving every year. “It provided 
good content as well as good net-
working opportunity for delegates, 
experts as well as the exhibitors,” 
said Dowling. 
He also thanked the organisers of 

SIBF in general and Sharjah Book 
Authority Chairman, Ahmed Al 
Ameri, in particular, for collaborat-
ing with the ALA for the important 
conference.
“Transformation is the mantra. Li-
braries across the world are chang-
ing and libraries in this region too 
need to adapt this change. At the 
same time, this message must be 
sent out to the public as well,” he 
said.

SIBF/ALA Library Conference con  cludes on successful note
“This year the focus was on school 
libraries as school libraries are key 
to students’ success. The confer-
ence stressed that schools must 
have good library programmes. A 
number of award-winning school 
librarians also shared their expe-
rience, which can inspire other 
school librarians,” he added.
Earlier, while delivering keynote 
address on “Libraries in the MENA 
region moving forward: What do 
we need to do?” Khaled Mohamed 
Emam Elhalaby, President of the 
Arab Federation for Libraries and 
Information, said that there are new 
trends in the field of library science 
across the world, and the Arab re-

gion must adapt to them. However, 
he stressed that the tools must be 
modified to suit to their requirement. 
Alternatively, new modules can be 
developed for the Arab world.
“There is pure particular technology 
like the one used for TV and radio, 
it can be used here in the same 
way. But tools used at libraries 
must be modified according to the 
need of the people here. Similarly, 
people involved with libraries must 
be trained to make the most of it,” 
he added.
Eric van Lubeek, Vice-President 
and Managing Director of OCLC, 
Netherlands, said that the MENA 
region has a high ambition to im-

prove education as well as librar-
ies. “There is new development as 
many universities in the region look 
for support from international or-
ganisations and demonstrate inter-
est in latest developments.
“What I observed is that some li-
braries are moving towards full 
digital concepts. At the same time, 
many big universities have vast 
heritage collections thus they have 
to combine their print collection with 
the digital collection. Libraries are 
moving from individual collection 
towards facilitated collections and 
maybe towards collective collec-
tion. Yet, a lot of education needed 
to develop these concepts,” he said.

Eric van Lubeek said he was amazed by the 
big investments being made for universities as 

well as libraries. “Likewise, many libraries in the re-
gion talk of advanced scientific tools. They need 
to adapt to it. Apart from good tools, good work-
ing spirit needs to be developed. This conference 
is good mix of international and Arabian speakers 
running thematic parallel sessions, that makes it 
quite important.”

Khaled Mohamed Emam Elhalaby, President of 
the Arab Federation for Libraries and Informa-

tion – the largest professional body representing 
the interests of library and information services in 
the Arab world, said that the SIBF/ALA Library Con-
ference is classified as the third largest in the re-
gion. “This conference offers excellent opportunity 
to librarians to learn from the experts and sharpen 
their skills,” he said.

Excellent opportunity Adapting to trends
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